
Dear DHS Family, 
 We are almost down to the home 
stretch, but there is still much work left 
to be done in the 2021-2022 school 
term. Prom and spring break are behind 
us. A special thanks to Mrs. Cook and the 
prom committee for helping to create a 
memorable experience for our students. 
Students received their last progress 
report for this school year on this past 
Tuesday, so everyone should be well 
aware of where they stand in each of 
their classes. 
 Parents, End-of-Course testing 
will begin on Tuesday, May 3rd and ends 
on Friday, May 20th. Our guidance de-
partment will send out the testing sched-
ule to our English II, Algebra I, Biology 
I, and US History EOC students and 
teachers. As always, please encourage 
your students to do their very best as 
these scores are a reflection on the en-
tire school. We want our students to 
show proficiency in the course material 
they have been taught throughout the 
year and during this semester. 
 Parents of Seniors, DHS is part-
nering with colleges and universities 
across South Carolina to come out and 
recruit our students. We are proud to 
announce that two of our seniors have 
received a full ride to Clemson Universi-

ty, and there are many more scholar-
ships available for our students to 
attend other colleges and universi-
ties. Please encourage your children 
to take advantage of these great op-
portunities to further their educa-
tion. 
 At Dillon High School, we are 
working hard to create a culture 
where students value their education. 
We want them to become future 
leaders who will give back to their 
community by creating innovative pro-
grams and opportunities for other 
young people. 
 As we move closer to the last 
few weeks of school, let’s continue to 
focus on the safety and well-being of 
our students and staff. Have a great 
and restful weekend ahead! 
  
Sincerely,  
 
Timothy P. Gibbs 

 
Timothy Gibbs, Principal 

 

From the Principal’s Desk         

Dillon High School  

From the Office of Title I 
 

Dillon School District Four will 
provide equal employment opportu-
nities to all persons without regard 
to race, religion, disability, sex, 
age, national origin, immigrant sta-
tus or English-speaking status, or 
marital status.  Dillon School Dis-
trict Four will make reasonable 
accommodations for an individual 
who is  otherwise qualified for a 
position unless the accommodation 
would impose an undue hardship 
upon the district. 
 
Persons with disabilities who need 
additional accommodations should 
make their request for reasonable 
accommodations, in writing, to the 
Section 504 Coordinator.  Inquiries 
and complaints may be made to the  
following:  Title IX Coordinator– 
Mrs. Lynn Liebenrood; American 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) Coordi-
nator and Section 504 Coordinator-
Mrs. Brandi Jackson, and General 
Concerns-D. Ray Rogers, Superin-
tendent. 
 
All of the above are housed in the 
district office. 
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Dillon, S.C. 29536 
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Calendar of Events 

May’s Events 

 05/03-05/20– Spring End-of-Course Testing 

 05/09-3rd Quarter Honor Roll Celebration 

 05/11-05/12– Literacy Consultant on Campus 

 05/17-Last day for seniors who have met all graduation 
requirements 

 05/24-05/26-Half Days for Students 

 05/26– DHS graduation @ 10:00  a.m. Dillon Memorial 
Stadium 

 

 
REMINDER, REMINDER, REMINDER 
STUDENTS, YOU HAVE THE FOLLOWING 
ACADEMIC INTERVENTIONS IN PLACE: 
 AFTER SCHOOL ACADEMIC ASSISTANCE 

WITH YOUR CONTENT AREA TEACHER AT 
LEAST ONCE A WEEK 

 FIVE RETAKES POLICY (PER NINE WKS) 

 AFTER SCHOOL TUTORING OR CREDIT RE-
COVERY  WITH TEACHERS IN EACH SUB-
JECT AREA 

 
*USE YOUR VALUABLE RESOURCES 

    



Miss A’s English Class: The Teacher Learns 
Submitted by Ianne Antiporda 

 When I was a student, one moment that stuck with me was when my professor de-
fined literature as a mirror of SHE, significant human experiences. According to her, a 
piece of literature is more than words – it is a mirror that gives us a glimpse of the past, the 
present, and the future. In my first year as an international teacher in Dillon High School, I 
have learned how literature transcends that definition – it is not only a mirror of significant 
human experiences but also a tool that breaks down cultural barriers. 

 Prior to school opening, I knew I had to get to know my students and “understand” 
their realities if I were to be an effective teacher. Coming from a country 8,000 miles away 
from the United States, this was a challenge, specifically in the first few weeks of the 
school year. I knew nothing of the students’ family and community background and, frankly, 
did not know much about Dillon. As we progressed with our lessons and we started reading 
stories in class, I have found that the students’ answers revealed more than just what they 
knew – their answers revealed their culture, their beliefs, their personalities, their back-
grounds; this was my eureka moment! I have found exactly what I needed, and it has always 
been within reach. When we discussed “The Most Dangerous Game,” and they expressed 
their stand on certain quotes from the story, I learned their views on perfection, boredom, 
and survival. When we studied Martin Luther King’s famous speech, I Have A Dream, I saw in 
their eyes the burning desire for equality and, to some degree, pain and frustration when 
they shared about their personal experiences. 

 By the second half of the semester, our classes started reading novels – something 
that I was, to be honest, highly hesitant and anxious about, but all my hesitations and anxie-
ties jumped out the window when we started with our first novel – The Bronx Masquerade by 
Nikki Grimes. The novel reflected so much of the students’ realities. Often, I would pause 
to ask them if a certain scene in the novel DOES happen. I am not sure if they knew, but 
they were educating me whenever they would generously share their experiences and obser-
vations. There is a particular activity, in line with the novel, that struck me most because it 
allowed me to see my new students in a different depth. One of the characters in the novel 
wrote a poem entitled Mirror, Mirror, so I asked my students to do the same – they were to 
imagine themselves in front of the mirror and think of what they would tell the person they 
see, their reflection. Their poems revealed so many layers of who they are – most I did not 
expect they would be comfortable sharing with me but did exactly just so.  Another stand-
out was the “Where I’m From” poem. I asked them to write a poem that describes their 
home or community. Their poems gave me a free ticket to see Dillon through their eyes. 
Some painted beautiful images of their community as they wrote about freshly cut grass, 
trailer homes, delicious aroma of grills and burgers, and the laughter of people. While oth-
ers, allowed me to see the other side of the fence – violence and fear – through writing 
about sounds of gunshots and of dangers lurking. Lastly, for English 3, in response to the 
novel Search for Safety, the students came up with their advocacy campaigns on the social 
issues touched on the book; they presented advocacies against child abuse, domestic vio-
lence, and bullying. The activity allowed me to see the stand that these students have on is-
sues they do not only read in books but, to some extent, also deal with in their lives. 

These are only some of the many times literature paved the way for me to not just 
get to know my students but to get a glimpse of their fears, pains, dreams, and aspirations. 
Literature not only became a tool for me to be more sensitive with my students’ learning 
needs but also became a vehicle which allowed me to experience life with them and, conse-
quently, build a stronger rapport – trust and respect – despite our obvious cultural differ-
ence. So, you see, literature does not only reflect human experiences; it creates new experi-
ences anyone, even a teacher like me, can learn from.  
 

  

  

 

 



Dillon High School Welcomes Mr. Demiao 

English Department 

Mabuhay! I am Mr.  Rio Del Rosario Demiao,  from the Philippines,  a first-year teacher. I 
am currently teaching English I at Dillon High School. I have been teaching English for sev-
eral years back in my home country before I joined the Exchange Visitor Program for 
Teachers last September 2021. 
 
My stint in this community gives me more challenging, fulfilling, and interesting teaching ex-
periences. As a newbie, I could say that it was really a roller-coaster ride. A few weeks be-
fore my travel, I lost my beloved mom. That was the lowest part of my life, and a bitter-
sweet nightmare. Coming here was really a life-changing decision. 
 
Moreover, I can say that teaching students with diverse socio-cultural backgrounds is a re-
ally challenging yet self-fulfilling experience. Through reading various informative and liter-
ary texts, I was able to bring out the best of their cognitive and persuasive aspects and was 
able to stimulate and develop their skills in reading, writing, speaking, and critical thinking. 
 
As an international teacher, my ultimate goal for my students is to impart my teaching prow-
ess and to inculcate the values of self-reliance and optimism by bridging socio-cultural gaps 
while building up indispensable knowledge and life-skills in order for them to survive in a 
global emerging community. 
 
I look forward to a promising career and strive to be one to continue the school’s quest for  
EXCELLENCE. 

 
Mr. Wiggins talks Biology 2 

 Biology 2 has been learning about plants this past month. And with great timing it is spring! All the 
plants and wild life  we are studying are waking up from the winter to show up and can easily be seen 
around us!  In an effort to help students learn about wildlife and enjoy the outdoors, my classes have 
been assigned a leaf collection project. 
 Students are to collect a leaf from over a dozen trees and bushes. These leaves are then identified 
using an application available from the app store. This application takes a picture of the leaf and compares 
it to a database of North American Plants.  Once it has identified the leaf, it tells the student a lot of infor-
mation about the type of plant including the name (both common and scientific), the groups it belongs to, 
where it lives, and other general information about the plant.  The students then take this information 
and the leaf itself and places it into a booklet to create a pamphlet for future classes. 
 Next, we are going to be working on animals.  We will be observing various animals in both a video 

format and in real life to see how they interact and survive. This will give them real life examples of the 

terms and ideas we are discussing in class.  They can look at a hawk in the air hunting or a cat chasing a 

squirrel and discuss the predator prey relationship like in the textbook. Using real examples that the stu-

dents can see and identify will help them get and understand the more complicated science terms and 

ideas. 



Former DHS Student Returns to teach at his Alma Mater 
All Things U.S. with Coach Moody 

 It is great to be home! The beginning of the 2021-2022 school year marked the begin-
ning of my first year of teaching and my return to my alma mater. Returning to Dillon High 
School as a teacher and walking the hallways that I once walked as a student has been a 
whirlwind of emotions, and I have found great joy and excitement in it. For those that may 
not know, I am a 2016 graduate of Dillon High School, where I lettered in varsity baseball 
and varsity football. It was here at Dillon High School, that I found two of my strongest pas-
sions – athletics and social studies. These passions continue to burn as strong today as they 
did when I first found them. Together, my passion for athletics and social studies gave me di-
rection after my high school graduation. Upon graduation, I attended Florence-Darlington 
Technical College for two years where I earned an Associate in Arts degree and played for the 
Stingers’ baseball team. I then enrolled at Francis Marion University where I received a Bach-
elor’s in Political Science and a Master’s in Education. 

 I currently teach Human Geography here at Dillon High School. Human Geography is 
a broad subject that encompasses many topics. A few of the topics that my students cover 
throughout the semester include the five themes of geography, use of maps and globes, human 
population trends, United States’ history and government, and much more. During their time 
in my class, students have worked on numerous projects in which they have recreated differ-
ent types of maps, researched continents of the world, and diagramed key differences between 
types of government throughout the world. Currently, we are covering key aspects of Ameri-
can government including the U.S. Constitution, Bill of Rights, federalism, and separation of 
powers. I have placed a high emphasis on these topics with my students because it is im-
portant for them to be knowledgeable and informed U.S. citizens as they will one day be 
those voting and making decisions on behalf of our city, county, state, and country. My stu-
dents and I will continue to work hard every day as the 2021-2022 school year comes to a 
close. As their teacher, I could not be prouder of how they have performed in my class over 
the course of the year. 

DHS Welcomes Coach Grooms 
 

 Hello, I am Coach Samuel Grooms finishing up my first year at Dillon High School in the 
Science Department. I have been in Education for 10yrs holding a certification in Secondary 
Science and Middle Grade Science with endorsements for AP Biology and AP Environmental 
Science by the College Board and obtained through the University of North Carolina Ashe-
ville. I am a 2008 graduate of Marlboro County High School. I completed my undergrad course 
work at Emmanuel College in Franklin Springs, GA. Once obtaining my degree, I moved back to 
Marlboro County and landed my first teaching and coaching job at Hoke County High School in 
Raeford, NC. I spent six wonderful years there. I received an opportunity to return closer to 
home in 2018 when I accepted a position at Scotland High School in Laurinburg, NC. In 2021, 
I received an opportunity to become a Wildcat and came on board. It has been a great first 
year, and I am looking for many more to come.  At Dillon High School, I teach Physical Sci-
ence. In Physical Science, students receive instruction in Chemistry and Physics, giving them 
the basic foundation for when they are ready to take their high school Chemistry or Physics. 



 
Vision 
The vision of Dillon High School is to empower students with the skills to be socially and 
emotionally responsible, successful, and highly motivated. 
 
Mission 
The mission of Dillon High School is to provide every student with the academic, creative 
problem-solving, and social-emotional skills needed to be successful in college and career. 
 
Beliefs 
* Achievement comes from effort.  
* Respect fosters respect.  
* Family is the foundation of society.  
* Learning is a life-long process.  
* People are accountable for the choices they make.  
* Human beings can achieve excellence.  
* We are responsible to each other.  
* There is a Supreme Being.  
* Every human has potential.  
 

 

Dillon School District Four Mission: 
  
Dillon School District Four will inspire all stakeholders to engage students in creative, innovative, 
and critical thinking activities that address language arts, science, technology, engineering, and 
math (STEM) standards, in order to prepare all students for college, future careers and citizenship 
in the 21st Century. 
 
                    

 


